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Press Release Shoreditch Trust develops new children’s literature festival - StarLit

Shoreditch Trust announces StarlLit - a new week-long festival of children’s literature from 5 to 9 October,
which will celebrate the very best of writing for 5 to 15 year-olds during Children’s Book Week. StarLit has
been developed and produced by Shoreditch Trust as part of their commitment to encouraging children to

develop a passion for literature and reading, self-expression and creative writing.

StarLit will encourage over 2000 children in Hackney to read new books by supplying 60 year two to six classes
and 17 secondary age reading groups with copies of a different book title to read throughout September. Each
class or group will then meet the author or illustrator of each book during StarlLit in an exciting programme of

daytime events in Hoxton Square.

Over 70 authors, illustrators and poets are taking part including Jan Fearnley, David Lucas, David Melling,
Darren Shan, Michael Rosen, Marc Craste, Jamila Gavin, Catherine Johnson, Julia Golding and
Catherine Forde. Discover Story Centre will also present five creative workshops on classic children’s stories

such as Peter Pan and Pinocchio.

In addition to this there will also be StarLit Nights — a series of special evening events involving top authors and
performers as well as film screenings. The programme will include “StarLit Poetry : Shining Bright’ on
Monday 5" October hosted by Michael Rosen and supported by the Poetry Society, ‘Inventing Worlds’ on
Tuesday 6™ October featuring writers Marcus Sedgwick and Charlie Fletcher in conversation with Julia
Eccleshare discussing how authors create imaginary worlds for children, on Wednesday 7" October StarLit
Cinema will present animated films Varmints, Lost and Found and Jo Jo in the Stars by Studio AKA and
to close the festival, Shoreditch Trust and Runnymede Trust will celebrate Black History Month on Friday
9" October, with “Voices for Generations’ — a packed programme involving poets, musicians and authors

including Catherine Johnson, S | Martin and Linton Kwesi Johnson.

"Starlit is another strand in the approach that Shoreditch Trust takes to enhance children’s development by
encouraging reading, an appreciation of literature and providing an unique opportunity to meet some of the
country’s best contemporary children’s authors and illustrators. Shoreditch Trust hopes this Festival will form part
of the literary DNA here in Shoreditch and will continue to grow year on year."

Shoreditch Trust CEO, Micheal Pyner.



“l am delighted to have been asked to take part in the first StarLit. There are ex laureates and prize-winning
authors, new faces and old favourites. As a writer myself | know there is so much to be inspired by here. StarlLit
will bring books and reading to life. As far as I’'m concerned, books are brilliant, they won’t run out of batteries
and if you drop one, it won’t break. It adds another dimension to the reading experience for readers to meet

authors.” Catherine Johnson, children’s author.

Shoreditch Trust is working with a number of organisations to offer tie-in programmes of events that schools can
also take part in including special Rory’s Story Cubes™ storytelling workshops for children, teachers and parents
in all Shoreditch primary schools that will encourage adults to develop confidence in building oral narratives, and
inspire children to enjoy making-up stories. Events at Shoreditch Library on Hoxton Street, Discover Story Centre

in Stratford and Circus Space in Hoxton will run throughout the week.

As a legacy to the festival, Shoreditch Trust will publish 3000 copies of a special paperback book issue of
Shoreditch Star - Shoreditch Trust’s acclaimed children’s newspaper — packed with reports, reviews, interviews
and artwork in response to all the book titles and events, providing a lasting opportunity for children to share

their enthusiasm for reading with the wider community.
Notes for Editors

Shoreditch Trust is a charitable regeneration organisation with an approach to regeneration based on
recognising the inherent value of local communities and developing strong partnerships that deliver long term
social, economic and environmental benefits. Shoreditch Trust champions culture-led regeneration through
initiatives such as the Shoreditch Festival, Shoreditch Star and Starlit Literature Festival and public art
commissions in association with leading galleries, cultural organisations and performers. The Trust has developed
a highly commended sustainability strategy through a range of social enterprise projects.

www.shoreditchtrust.org.uk

Children’s Book Week is run by the independent national charity Booktrust which encourages people of all

ages and cultures to discover and enjoy reading www.booktrust.org.uk
Victoria Park Books will be providing the Starlit Festival Bookshop. www.victoriaparkbooks.co.uk

Press enquiries, further information and Starlit Nights tickets contact:
Jacqui Roberts 020 7033 8530, 07775 840027, jacquir@shoreditchtrust.org.uk
Alex Finlayson 020 7033 8520, 07932 080353. alex@shoreditchtrust.org.uk
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